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THE MUSSELBURGH
Public Art Dabbling Project
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Playing a game of 
‘Hook-a-Duck’ on 
the Esk
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INTRODUCTION

East Lothian Council’s Arts Service recently 
appointed icecream architecture to develop 
a series of creative conversations and 
workshops with local people in Musselburgh 
surrounding plans for the design and 
installation of public art in the town, funded 
by Tesco Ltd as part of East Lothian Council’s 
percent for art policy. 
 
The core aim of the project was to develop 
and build informed discussions with the 

people of Musselburgh in order to define 
what the key themes for meaningful public art 
in Musselburgh should be. Through a series of 
workshops, activities, inspirational speakers, 
explorative walks, ideas testing, sharing and 
critical discussion, the project has provided an 
accessible platform for local people to gain 
a broader insight and understanding into the 
potential for future public art, and to map 
possible locations within the town.

WHO ARE ICECREAM ARCHITECTURE?

icecream architecture engineer and deliver 
reactive solutions that boost regeneration, 
enterprise, public art, communication, youth 
engagement, funding potential and community 
involvement; each with the core aim to 
motivate and mobilise civic pride. icecream 
architecture has developed through its 
rapport between community groups, artists 
and local authorities. There has emerged a 
substantial track record for integrating these 
groups throughout the delivery process and 
producing carefully considered and initiated 
proposals, strategies and artworks. 

Our art, design and strategy company 
has had a focus from the beginning on 
engaging the community and encouraging 
their participation in permanent and semi-
permanent artworks and interventions in 
order to build ownership in the long-term. 
In this sense we implement an active process 
of engagement across our projects where 
the public become part and parcel to the 
realisation of any strategy or artwork. This in 
turn fosters the sustainability of outcomes 
which rejuvenate the physical and non-
physical identity of a place.
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WHO HAS BEEN INVOLVED?

The Musselburgh Public Art Dabbling Project has highlighted an enthused and 
engaged community, keen to play an integral role in the development and 
implementation of future public artworks in the town.

The General Public
East Lothian Council
The Musselburgh and Inveresk Community 
Council
The Musselburgh Area Partnership
The Craft Clinic
Pinkie St Peter’s Primary School
The Musselburgh Conservation Society 
The Musselburgh Museum and Heritage 
Group 
The Fisherrow Waterfront Group
Local Artists
Damien Killeen OBE
Natalie Taylor
The Musselburgh Camera Club
The Fisherrow Waterfront Group
Musselburgh Grammar School
The Musselburgh Transition Toun
The Fisherrow Centre
The Musselburgh Children’s Gala Day
The DRB Scottish Women’s History Group

The Project Launch
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The Project Launch
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Mapping assets at the 
Children’s Gala Day
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

The Project Launch - 11th June 2015

The Musselburgh Children’s Gala Day - 13th June 2015

Pinkie St Peter’s Primary School - ‘Reimagining Street 
Furniture’ - 15th June 2015

Musselburgh Grammar School - ‘Alternative Signage’ - 
18th June 2015

Mapping Walk One - 18th June 2015

Mapping Walk Two - 23rd June 2015

The Craft Clinic - ‘The Communal Hammock’ - 25th 
June 2015

Public Creative Workshop - 25th June 2015

Residency One - ‘A day on the Esk’ , ‘Bus Stop Takeover’ 
- 27th June 2015

Residency Two - ‘Alternative Signage’ , ‘The Communal 
Hammock’ - 16th August 2015
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ARISING THEMES &
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
FOR FUTURE PUBLIC

ARTWORKS

Road signs on arrival to 
the High Street
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ALL SIGNS POINT TO THE A1
Member of public, The Project Launch

Guiding principle: Reassert Musselburgh’s identity.

1

Musselburgh is asset rich, with immediate 
access to open spaces, diverse landscapes, 
wildlife, fine architecture and a long and 
significant history. For some, Musselburgh 
is purely a means for accessing the A1, or 
a ‘through-route’ to Edinburgh and East 
Lothian. To the unknowing Musselburgh’s 
wealth of assets are not immediately 
obvious. 

With the proximity of Edinburgh 
becoming ever closer, and the town’s 
continued expansion, there is a need 
to reassert an identity and sense of 
uniqueness. For many their experience 
of Musselburgh is in passing, through a 
heavily congested High Street, or a trip 
to the races. These moments are brief 
and isolated, with little to no interaction 
with Musselburgh as a place.

What people have to say about their town:

“The place to be”

“The freedom to roam outside in Musselburgh is great”

“Beautiful Walks - Harbour, Beach and happy people. 
Relaxing with time to spend, reading at the river and enjoying 
nature.”

“Fisherrow Harbour is great”

“The approach to The High Street from Loretto corner very 
attractive.”

“When I think of Musselburgh I think of the sail boats in the 
harbour. How they make my spirits soar when I seem them 
sailing around”

What are some of the issues in Musselburgh:

“People don’t realise we are a seaside town”

“Unless you are on the top deck of a bus, you can’t see the 
sea.”

“Hidden deprivation concealed by some wealthy areas”

“Heavy traffic reduces freedom to play outside”

“The Harbour is used as a carpark”

“Most users of East Lothian food banks come from 
Musselburgh”
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View out across the Firth of Forth from Musselburgh Beach
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WHO IS THE AUDIENCE? ARE YOU SPEAKING
 LOCALLY, OR TO A REGION?

Musselburgh needs to celebrate and highlight its assets, both nationally, so that the town is considered as a 
destination in its own right, and locally to a population dislocated from a past that has little connection to 
its history and heritage. There is a need to share and direct people towards the qualities which make the 
town such a great place to live. 

Musselburgh’s proximity to other attractive locations such as Edinburgh is not to be perceived as purely 
negative. Musselburgh is situated in a prime location surrounded by arts and cultural events taking place 
along the coast to both the east and the west. Big Things On The Beach enters its 11th year and continues 
to expand its explorations into introducing and engaging the local people with innovative public art. To the 
west and along the East Lothian Coast, the 3 Harbours Festival, North Light Arts, Dunbar Arts, and Fringe 
By The Sea deliver a diverse programme of events and means for engaging with the public art. Musselburgh 
needs to respond to these opportunities and capture the energies surrounding the town, forming the 
joining link between the capital and the rest of East Lothian.

LET THE FUTURE HAVE ITS SAY, MUSSELBURGH 
ISN’T JUST A PLACE THAT WAS SOMETHING 

ONCE, IT COULD BE SOMETHING NOW

The town’s identity is intrinsically bound to its rich Roman history and sporting heritage. However, there 
appears a dislocation between Musselburgh’s past and how this relates to Musselburgh today. What do 
current residents understand of the town’s heritage? Is it important? What is the identity of Musselburgh 
today? What is it that defines this identity?
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St Michael’s Parish 
Church, Inveresk
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ACTIONS/AIMS:

Highlight the town’s assets to both visitors and local residents.

Engage with the unengaged, in order to build a fully 
encompassing representation 

of what makes up the town’s identity.

Engage with those on the periphery, integrating and 
attracting new residents into the daily life of the town.

Placemat memories 
and clay sculptures, 

Project Launch
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:
The ‘Roman’ Bridge

if this bridge was in London it would be lit up at night

The Roman Bridge historically unifies the town, connecting Musselburgh to Fisherrow. Although the main 
part of Musselburgh’s ‘Roman’ Bridge dates back to the 16th Century, it is known locally as such because of 
the Roman foundations upon which is was built, and the road it carried which lead to the nearby Roman 
fort in Inveresk. The bridge has played a significant role in a number of events which have shaped Scotland’s 
history. The bridge links visually to Oliver’s Mound in the grounds of St Michael’s Kirk, Inveresk. The distance 
between the bridge and the mound was the maximum firing range of a canon during its time of use.  

local thoughts and ideas:

Highlight the historical significance of the visual link and distance between the bridge and St Michael’s Kirk.
Illuminate the bridge and other historical assets to recognise their importance.
The endpoints of the bridge mark the historically separate fishing village of Fisherrow to the West, and 
Musselburgh to the East.
Layers of history are tied up in the bridge, and in The Esk.
The space underneath the bridge has the potential to be used for projection. Project those who have 
passed over the bridge historically to the present day, Romans, Fishwives etc. 
The archway on the eastern side of The Esk is a very peaceful, and sheltered space, providing access to 
wildflowers and an access point for the banks of The Esk. Utilise the grassed banks below and peaceful 
nature of the surrounding flora and fauna. 

Exploring underneath The 
‘Roman’ Bridge during the 
initial mapping walk
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VIEWPOINTS & ASSETS

local thoughts and ideas:

Highlight and frame significant views around the town for people to interact with.

Place picture frames around the town on wheels so that people can select views to highlight, allowing 
others to see the town from new perspectives. 

There are some large picture frames in The Tolbooth which are currently unused. These could be 
utilised to test the idea.

Forgotten picture frames & Roman 
busts discovered in The Tolbooth.

Could these frames be places around 
the town to frame views?
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Forgotten picture frames & Roman 
busts discovered in The Tolbooth.
Could these frames be places around 
the town to frame views?
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The Nolly Boat sailing down 
the River Esk as part of The 

Musselburgh Public Art Dabbling 
Project Residency
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MUSSELBURGH IS ALL ABOUT 
WALKING FOR ME - UP THE RIVER, ON 

THE BEACH, AT THE LAGOONS. 
SO WATER TOO! AND MEETING 

PEOPLE. NATURE.
Member of public, The Project Launch

Guiding Principle: Connect routes and movement through the town in order to 

create new access points and experiences. 

2

For many, the way in which they move 
through the town and between different 
environments is key to the experiences 
that they have of Musselburgh. The 
boundaries between these environments, 
the water’s edge, coastline, a pathway or 
a bridge from Fisherrow to Musselburgh 
are vital entry points for connecting with 
others, nature and activity.

What people have to say about interactions 
with water:

“Blackberry picking by the river” 

“Tarzy at The Grove” 

“The River connects Musselburgh to the rest of Lothian”

“Tankers to draw on the sea”

“The waters warmer when it’s raining”

“The River Esk is well known for the beautiful swans. They 
produce their young on the islands on the river. Wonderful 
Sight.”
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Musselburgh needs to reclaim the river

The River Esk is a defining feature of the town, both historically and in the present day, attracting users 
both young and old. Engagement with the river for the vast majority takes place from the banks and 
the green spaces which run alongside its route. Flora and fauna can often be observed distantly, and the 
moments of note are when an interaction is more tangible, such as the seeing the ducklings and goslings 
on the banks, or skimming stones at The Weir. There is a call to reimagine how the town interacts with the 
river and the water that connects Musselburgh to the rest of Lothian. Musselburgh needs to reclaim the 
river in more tangible ways, creating new ways to engage with the water, both physically and visually, and to 
see the river from a different perspective.

Goslings along the banks of the Esk
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There has been a bridge at Musselburgh over
the Esk for thousands of years!

The bridges over The Esk are significant features in the town acting as points of reference, each with their 
own identity, historical significance, and reason for its existence. The bridges are integral in the daily life of 
Musselburgh as people move around the town, in cars or on foot. Many of the bridges have been given 
alternative names, highlighting the town’s sense of pride and ownership over them. The bridges that cross 
The Esk provide a different view and experience of the river and are vital features in pulling the movement 
of people from the High Street towards the river, and sea.  

THE PROXIMITY TO THE SEA IS KEY!

It is a connection with water which unifies Musselburgh. The town has grown as a result of an access to 
water, with livelihoods and industry utilising the river and the sea in order to expand and grow. Today, water 
continues to shape and influence how people use the town through recreation, sport and play.

THE HIGH STREET TURNS ITS BACK ON THE RIVER

The bridges over The Esk are significant features in the town acting as points of reference, each with their 
own identity, historical significance, and reason for its existence. The bridges are integral in the daily life of 
Musselburgh as people move around the town, in cars or on foot. Many of the bridges have been given 
alternative names, highlighting the town’s sense of pride and ownership over them. The bridges that cross 
The Esk provide a different view and experience of the river and are vital features in pulling the movement 
of people from the High Street towards the river, and sea.  
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ACTIONS/AIMS:

Water unifies and defines the town for many people and 
should be used to form new connections between activities and 

individuals.

Explore opportunities at the boundaries and edges of 
environments to create new points of access. The coast, the 

water’s edge, the pavement etc.

Build on the identity and significance of the town’s bridges as 
places of connection. 

‘Safe for Ducks’ feeding 
mealworms to birds 

along the Esk
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:
The Bridges

local thoughts and ideas:

Highlight the historical significance and time period of each bridge.

Activate the spaces under the bridges with lighting and events, such as outdoor cinemas. 

The Electric Bridge is an inaccessible space, rarely used which has the potential to become a public park 
over the Esk. Ideas around forming a park over the Esk, or ‘Garden Bridge’ has the potential to create a 

green link, between the High Street and natural environment around the river.

The Esk
There are multiple opportunities along the Esk to consider ways of interacting with the water and drawing 

people from the banks into exploring the river from a new perspective.

local thoughts and ideas:

The Weir
Recreate the Stepping Stones at the Weir. Historically there used to be a series of large stepping stones 

across the Esk which provided an alternate crossing point over the river. 

The Grove
“Tarzy at the Grove” and skimming stones is a popular activity for younger people in the town. Explore 

opportunities for permanent and more refined outdoor play. 

Access Ramp (Shorthope Street)
People are intrigued by the water’s edge and use the opportunity that the access ramp at Shorthope Street 

provides in order to explore this curiosity and gain a closer interaction with wildlife. 

Explore other opportunities for accessing the river, around other themes of use, such as activity, sport, play, event.
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Historical view of stepping 
stones at The Weir
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Tracks, trails, lanes and alleyways
Activate the inbetween spaces that weave through the town and connect up different environments.   

Utilise the lanes which punctuate the High Street allowing it to breathe, and reduce the congestion of people. 

Open up access to the The Tolbooth archways and green spaces to the rear. 

The Harbour
The harbour at Fisherrow is perceived as a desirable destination for a host of different activities. It used by 
young and old, for sport, play, and as a peaceful point of reflection. 

local thoughts and ideas: 

“Place floating targets in the Forth, with arrows that you can shoot at it”

“Pier Jumping”

The John Muir Way

 “John Muir Way doesn’t engage with the Town Centre.”

It is felt that The John Muir Way, which runs 134 miles from Dunbar in the east, to Helensburgh in the west 
does not engage with the town centre, but skirts around the edges. 
Consider how this route might connect with the rest of the town, treating these points of access as ‘shop 
front’ or showcase for what Musselburgh has to offer. 

LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Exploring tunnels in the 
Open Creative Workshop
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Feeding the birds from the water’s edge at Shorthope Street
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YOU CAN’T GO IN THERE…...
Member of public, Mapping Walk 1

Guiding Principle: Address tensions and confusion over perceptions of

public and private space.

3

There appears to be moments of 
confusion amongst local people as to 
what is considered as public and private 
space throughout the town.

‘strengthen the sense of togetherness’

“You can’t go in there, that’s part of Loretto School”

Visiting ‘The Lost Boys Monument’ in 
Newfield Sports Ground
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‘Mapping Musselburgh’ 
at the Project Launch
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INTEGRATION WITH THE TOWN APPEARS MARGINAL

High stone walls, iron railings and locked gates are not uncommon in Musselburgh, all of which result in the 
freedom of movement throughout the town being heavily restricted. Institutions such as Loretto School, 
Musselburgh Racecourse and the walled estates of Inveresk exert their presence over large amounts 
of land in the town behind which many of the town’s historical assets lie. Confusions over accessibility 
and what is perceived as public and private, has resulted in many local people having little knowledge 
or experience of these historical assets and their significance in the town’s history. With areas of high 
deprivation existing alongside areas of extreme wealth, there is a call to break down these physical barriers 
and ‘strengthen the sense of togetherness’, unifying the town.

This issue was highlighted during the first mapping walk as the group wandered towards Newfield Sports 
Ground. Some members of the group remarked “You can’t go in there, that’s part of Loretto School”. 
Within the grounds stands the Lost Boys Monument. This was of particular interest, as many of the group, 
some who had lived in the town for a number of years had never seen, or known of the monument. 
Loretto school preserves many of town historic buildings, but confusions over access restricts the 
enjoyment of these assets and reserves moments history for a select few. 

FREEDOM TO ROAM OUTSIDE OF MUSSELBURGH
IS GREAT

Along the High Street are a number of spaces that could be considered as public, but are inaccessible due 
to railings, locked gates and confusing signage. Opening access to spaces in the town centre has the po-
tential to shift the balance of the High Street, creating spaces that allow the streets to breathe, supporting 
the gathering and presence of people rather than cars and buses. Extensive use of signage throughout the 
town, although at times useful, can be restrictive and controlling. Too much emphasis is placed on negative 
signage which acts as a deterrent against exploration and outdoor play.
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ACTIONS/AIMS:

Open up access and draw attention to public spaces that are 
currently unused.

Support and encourage genuine actions for integration and 
‘togetherness’ between institutions, and the rest of the town.

Create opportunities for shared experiences and new 
conversations to occur.

Assess the need for current signage which generates negativity 
and is restrictive. 

 

Exploring the fenced off 
green space in front of 
Eskgreen Care Home
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The Tolbooth arches are 
currently used as a bin store 
for local businesses

LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Loretto School

The striking orange that adorns the walls and buildings of Loretto School are symbolic of the school’s 
presence within the town centre, highlighting the large amounts of the town centre that have become 

privatised as a result

local thoughts and ideas:

Connect those who are part of the school with other residents of the town. 

Explore opportunities to break down the school walls physically or symbolically, strengthening connections 
between adjacent sides of walls. 
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View towards St Andrews 
Church Yard

High Street

There are a number of spaces along the High Street where access could be improved in 
order to create a network of spaces each with its own unique characteristics, that enable the 

town centre to breathe, and provide a space to stop and activity to take place.

local thoughts and ideas

Eskgreen Care Home. 
The grassed area in front of the care home is publicly accessible yet remains locked at times. 
Heavy fencing and confusing signage suggest that this is not public space, restricting access 

resulting in congestion around the bus stop. 

St Andrews Church.
This ‘oasis’ on the High Street is inaccessible for a large proportion of the day. The well 
maintained churchyard can be viewed distantly from the High Street, but allows little 

physical interaction. In stark contrast to the bare tarmac which makes up the pavement, the 
churchyard almost acts as a tease to those who pass by. Reserved for a select few.   

The Tolbooth
Archways are currently used as bin stores for neighbouring businesses. Beyond the bins lies 
hidden greenery which has the potential to create a much needed quiet space in the town 

centre.

LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

The Electric Bridge - “Our Garden Bridge?”

The Electric Bridge spans the lower part of the Esk and is currently managed by Musselburgh Racecourse. 
It is inaccessible for the most part of the year, only opened on race days to ease traffic congestion through 

the town. For the majority of the time this large space is inaccessible.

local thoughts and ideas:

It was enthusiastically suggested during the initial mapping walk that the bridge has the potential to become 
a new public space, park, or garden which spans the river, “Open to people, but not traffic”

Build on the success of the Rennie Bridge Garden to create a place to sit, learn skills, cook and share food. 

“The Musselburgh Highline” 

@LothianLoop 
LOVE this idea! #gardenbridge  

Newhailes Estate

“I’d like the side gate at Newhailes to be open - it would make a shorter walk to get there and maybe 
fewer folk using cars?”
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“Our Garden Bridge?” 
Mapping potential public 
artwork locations
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A PLACE FOR PEOPLE TO CROSS 
PATHS, THERE AREN’T NECESSARILY 
MANY PLACES THAT PEOPLE CAN 

BUMP INTO EACH OTHER ALL THE TIME
Member of public, The Project Launch

Guiding Principle: Create moments to stop, gather and share.

4

Throughout the project there has 
been regular comments with regards 
to the lack of a town centre, with 
the High Street having no clearly 
identifiable place to meet. A dominance 
of transport and traffic has resulted in 
pedestrians becoming marginalised and 
confined to congested pavements.

What people say about their Town Centre

“The real centre of town is the Tolbooth, which is used as
a car park”

“The place people meet now is Costa!”

“Use light to illuminate buildings and spaces to encourage 
people to use them”

“Happy / Light / Laughter”
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Alternative signage created 
by pupils of Musselburgh 
Grammar School
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ALLOW PEOPLE TO MEET IN THE TOWN CENTRE

The majority of journeys through Musselburgh are along the central spine of the High Street, creating 
moments of heavy congestion. Away from the High Street people become dispersed throughout large 
open spaces, at times disconnected from each other. It was generally considered that public gathering 
spaces throughout the town are few and far between, and that the infrastructure in place such as benches 
and seating can be solitary in nature. During the first mapping walk a small collection of picnic benches 
located along the promenade offered the only opportunity to gather as a large group. 

THE TOWN DOESN’T HAVE A CENTRE

Throughout the project there has been regular comments with regards to the lack of a town centre, with 
the High Street having no clearly identifiable place to meet. A dominance of transport and traffic has resulted 
in pedestrians becoming marginalised and confined to congested pavements. Many considered the coffee 
shop Costa with it’s outdoor seating as one of the most identifiable gathering points. Costa’s outdoor seating 
is by no means unique to Musselburgh and can be witnessed in town and cities across the country. It does 
however highlight the simplicity of what is required to support the creation of a temporary community, who 
have gathered together with a common purpose. There is a need to create a network of spaces throughout 
the town, clearly identifiable, that encourage people to stop, gather, have conversations and share stories.

Inspecting Nets in the late 
1950’s, Musselburgh
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Making a 
‘Communal 

Hammock’ with 
The Craft Clinic
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USE LIGHT AND COLOUR TO CREATE
MORE APPEALING SPACES

Many of the existing public spaces around the town are considered “..dull and depressing..” and there 
is a need to transform these into more desirable destinations. Restricted access, lack of infrastructure, 
inadequate lighting, and a lack of colour have resulted in dead spaces, devoid of activity and no longer 
recognised as obvious meeting points in the town.

Actions/Aims:

Create opportunities to gather that encourage temporary communities to form.

Support and encourage gatherings that provoke a sense of ownership over space.

Create varied public spaces, that support different functions, and common purposes.
Illuminate and colour to create appealing gather points.

 

The ‘Communal 
Hammock’ installed
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ACTIONS/AIMS:

Create opportunities to gather that encourage temporary 
communities to form.

Support and encourage gatherings that provoke a sense of 
ownership over space.

Create varied public spaces, that support different functions, 
and common purposes.

Illuminate and colour to create appealing gather points.

 

The ‘Communal 
Hammock’ installed
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Fisherrow Drying Green

Historically the Fisherrow Drying Green was used by the Fishwives of Fisherrow to hang out the fishing 
nets. It was felt that the history of the Fishwives of Fisherrow has little recognition in the town. These 

greens are still partially used today by the neighbouring houses for drying clothing.

local thoughts and ideas:

Introduce a sculpture of a fishwife carrying a netlike structure. This could also act as climbing frame for 
playing on.

High Street Bus Stop (opp Eskgreen Care Home)

This bus stop is one of the busiest in East Lothian, and also one of the most polluted sites through a 
combination of traffic fumes and pedestrians smoking. The pavement is very congested with passengers 

waiting for buses creating an obstruction along the High Street.

local thoughts and ideas:

Open up access to the grassed area to the rear of the bus stop provide additional space that will alleviate 
bus stop congestion, and introduce greenery to reduce pollution.

Create an “Oasis” in the middle of the High Street.

Create a space to perform, with buskers etc.

“A Town Hub”, or advertisement fence, the place to find out ‘what’s going on’.

A creative messy space. A pleasant activity for a short time before getting the bus.

An activity which could act a distraction or deterrent to reduce smoking?

Provide more places to sit. 

Perhaps a swing on the tree?
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Accessible green space would be brilliant - 
that bus stop is always a bottleneck and hav-
ing somewhere for people to chill out waiting 
would be lovely. I like the idea of creating a 
wish tree (Japanese tradition but there are 

some in Scotland too) - the secret garden at 
the Tramway in Glasgow had one a few years 
back and it was a lovely thing for the kids to 

hang their wishes up there.

via Facebook

introducing a splash 
of colour to the High 
Street bus stop
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

St Andrews Churchyard

The churchyard of St Andrews Church is another potential “oasis” on the High Street that is locked from 
public use. The empty tarmac space on the High Street is a stark contrast to the flourishing garden

local thoughts and ideas:

Open up accessibility to the churchyard providing a quiet and reflective space amongst the busy High Street. 

Provide more seating and opportunities to gather as a group.

Draw out the foliage and flowers of the church grounds into the High Street.

Tolbooth & Civic Square

The Tolbooth archways (which are currently used as a bin store for local businesses) have the potential to 
punctuate the High Street and create unusual and unexpected environments. Cavernous in nature they lead 
away from the High Street towards green space, hidden from view and unknown to many. The civic square is 

currently used a car park with little in the way of infrastructure to support the gathering of people.

local thoughts and ideas:

Historically this space was a market. Could this be reinstated and expanded into the civic square 
indoor/outdoor? 

Introduce an outdoor cinema or light show, utilising the low light levels of the the archways.

Create a “secret garden” amongst the bustle of the High Street. 

Allow pedestrians to take ownership of the Civic Square.
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

The Brunton Theatre

“Allow people to gather outside The Brunton”

The theatre is surrounded by vast amounts of underused space. Poor seating, and heavily concreted 
surfaces are “very dull”.

local thoughts and ideas:

The steps that surround the theatre and lead into the building form an obvious platform, staging area and 
gathering space. This space could be animated by treating these external spaces as an extension of the 

indoors, teasing out the cultural activities into the public realm, drawing attention away from the surrounding 
roads and traffic and focussing on performances and events. 

“Illuminated at night like The Hub in Edinburgh”
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Musselburgh Library (outdoor space)

The outside space that surrounds the entrance to library appears underused and neglected. This space has 
the potential to form an extension of the library as a garden space or outdoors reading area.

Site of Action, by Emma Ewan is a recent public art installation consisting of a white concrete lectern which 
is situated in front of the Library. Intended as an investigation into performing sculpture, the artwork 

appears neglected, underused and shows signs of vandalism. The interaction with this piece is reliant on 
a structured programme of events, and has the ability to animate the space if successfully executed. An 

example of its potential is shown here. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I69E2pn10Lk) Commissioned 
by Scottish Book Trust for Book Week Scotland 2014

LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Outside the Musselburgh 
Library on the second 
Mapping Walk
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WARNING, THERE’S NO MCDONALDS
Pupil, Musselburgh Grammar School

Guiding Principle: The integration and inclusion of ‘young people’ into the

life of the town is critical.

5

The integration of young people 
into the day to day life of the town 
is a growing concern. Musselburgh’s 
proximity to out of town retail parks 
such as The Fort, and its accessibility 
to Edinburgh have resulted in the town 
having little appeal to an increasing 
number of young people (particularly 
13-18yrs). With comments such as “Run 
while you still can” “High Street - Mess” 
and “Opening Hours: 07.30 - 22.00” it is 
suggested that the town is not fulfilling 
the needs of its younger generation.

“Where do you hang out in Musselburgh”

“Football at Pinkie”

“Links - hang out area”

“Down to the river”

Pupils of Musselburgh Grammar School

Mapping places to ‘hang 
out’ with Musselburgh 

Grammar School Pupils
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COUNCIL ARE PERCEIVED TO BE FEARFUL
ABOUT CREATING PLACES TO GATHER

Teenagers appear to exert little sense of ownership in the town and issues of hanging out around bus 
stops have resulted in reports of ‘antisocial behaviour’. Gathering points have formed away from the 
town centre, in Lewisvale Park, The Links, The Grove. The local skate park near to the mouth of The Esk is 
marginalised, pushed to the edge, and appears very much out of sight, out of mind. There is a perception 
that East Lothian Council are fearful about creating spaces that enable young people to gather, resulting in 
young people struggling to exert a presence in the town centre.

TARZY AT THE GROVE

Positive comments from young people involve moments of play or interaction with outdoor spaces 
through a particular activity. “Have a game of football here, even though it’s probably raining”, 
“The water’s warmer when it’s raining” Play should not just be confined to parks, but encouraged 
throughout the town, in unexpected places, promoting a fun and active approach to life in Musselburgh.

Reimagining street furniture 
with pupils from Pinkie St 
Peter’s Primary School
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ACTIONS/AIMS:

Create opportunities for young people to use the town.

Create opportunities for young people to exert ownership, and 
support the building of trust across generations.

Promote a sense of play throughout the town, rather than 
confining this to designated areas such as parks that can be age 

specific and exclusive.

Create positive memories and pride within the
younger generation.

 

Reimagining street furniture 
with pupils from Pinkie St 
Peter’s Primary School
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

The Brunton (and surrounding areas)

The seating area and bus stop surrounding The Brunton Theatre has become a “hot-spot” for teenagers 
to hang around. A lack of infrastructure here creates a “..dull and depressing..” environment which has 

resulted in reports of antisocial behaviour.

local thoughts and ideas:

This public space is surrounded creative activities taking place inside The Brunton, however there is little 
indication of this from the outside.

Blur the boundaries between the indoors and outdoors, activate the public space, as well as enticing young 
people into the cultural activities taking place.

Bus Stop (opp Eskgreen Care Home)

This area is reported to be a site for antisocial behaviour, which combined with the constricting dimensions of 
the High Street has become an intimidating site for some.

local thoughts and ideas:

Opening up the space by removing existing railings will allow the space to breathe, easing congestion 
of both people and traffic fumes.

Animate the space with music and performance.

Provide a platform for the younger generation to express creatively through music, ar t, performance. 

Create opportunities for intergenerational play, in particular linking the High Street with residents of 
Eskgreen Care Home.
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Reimagining street furniture 
with pupils from Pinkie St 
Peter’s Primary School
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

The Town Centre

“Allow people to gather outside The Brunton”

The theatre is surrounded by vast amounts of underused space. Poor seating, and heavily concreted 
surfaces are “very dull”.

local thoughts and ideas:

Create opportunities for intergenerational activity and play

“Play park in Town Centre”

“Street Furniture could be more playful” 

“Skateable Street Furniture”
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High street conversations 
during ‘The Bus Stop 
Takeover’
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PUT SOME WATER IN
THE PADDLING POOL

Member of public, Mapping walk 2

Guiding Principle: The integration and inclusion of ‘young people’

into the life of the town is critical.

6

There is a clear indication that 
Mussellburgh has much to offer in terms 
of culture and creativity; an opportunity 
to highlight the activities of the 
residents was suggested.

 “Joy for passers by”

“That’s what we need for Musselburgh - think huge”

“Have a spontaneous sing and dance in it”
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Tea break at Lewisvale 
Park Bandstand during 

the second mapping walk
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COUNCIL ARE PERCEIVED TO BE FEARFUL
ABOUT CREATING PLACES TO GATHER

There are a number of public spaces, and buildings throughout the town that appear to not fully utilise 
their existing assets and infrastructure to maximum effect. These public spaces have the potential to 
be major attractions and destinations in the town, but at present are lacking the vital ingredients and 
programming that could bring them to life. 

Lewisvale Park Paddling Pool has become and unusable and a derelict scar in what is otherwise considered 
a “great” park. Similarly the Lewisvale Park Bandstand is considered as “a special feature” in the town, 
but is merely an inanimate shelter, rarely used for performances. 

There is potential for a whole host of social spaces to exist throughout the town which are currently sitting 
dormant, awaiting the finishing touches that create the reason for being there.

THERE ARE MORE CLUBS THAN PEOPLE

Musselburgh has a wealth of activities and clubs to offer, with a long sporting heritage that it is proud to 
celebrate. Many of these activities take place indoors and as a result have little interaction with public spaces. 
There are a number of opportunities to blur the boundaries between indoors and outdoors and tease out 
activities that are hidden from view, allowing them to enter into the public realm and enliven the the streets.

Rennie Bridge Garden
Rennie Bridge Garden is an example where people have come together in the town to make the most of an 

unused and neglected public space. Not only has the project beautified a derelict plot of land, but it has created 

a “Joy for passers by”, a point of conversation and talking point throughout the town, introducing new skills and 

building a network of engaged people.
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ACTIONS/AIMS:

Develop and improve existing infrastructure to encourage use 
of public spaces.

Programme temporary events to explore and test the potential 
of public spaces.

Bring the indoors, out. Create a connection between creative, 
and cultural activities taking place indoors, and connecting 

them with passers by and the otherwise unengaged. 

Experiment with looser visions, and small scale temporary 
projects that unlock the potential of sites immediately.

 

Tasting radishes from the 
Rennie Bridge Garden
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

The Brunton

The theatre is surrounded by vast amounts of underused space. Poor seating, and heavily concreted 
surfaces are “very dull”. The steps that surround the theatre and lead into the building form an obvious 

platform, staging area and gathering space.

local thoughts and ideas:

Treat the public space surrounding the theatre as an extension of the interior activity. 

Test temporary activities through programming events that tease out the cultural activities into the public realm, 
drawing attention away from the surrounding roads and traffic and focussing on performances and events.

Musselburgh Library

The entrance to the library is unpleasant and appears neglected. Existing public art has been damaged 
and the area is dominated by hard landscaping, and unrepresentative of the activities which take place 

inside the library.

Lewisvale Park

The park is highly rated as a special place within the town, and is heavily used by all ages. The Avery is 
a big attraction for many.

”
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Paddling Pool

There are the remains of a children’s water feature which has had no water in it for sometime. 
Historically the park used to be the location of a point of a Roman aqueduct and has a subterranean 
burn runs through the site. This historical link with water and a call to reinstate the existing paddling 

pool is an opportunity to explore the town’s heritage in a playful and engaging way.

local thoughts and ideas:

Reinstate the water feature, making it safe, interactive and attractive to all ages.

Take inspiration from Alnwick Gardens - “That’s what we need for Musselburgh - think huge”

The Lewisvale Park 
Paddling pool is currently 
empty and unusable
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Roman Dig

The site is covered with Roman artifacts which could form a playful archaeological dig, allowing people to 
uncover and discover history. Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland 

(RCAHMS) are able to map the area.

Bandstand

The Lewisvale Bandstand which dates back to around 1900 is considered as a special feature within 
the town. The bandstand sits within a natural amphitheatre/enclosure, however current seating 

arrangements make no reference to the site and direct away from the bandstand. The space is well 
maintained, but underused and has the potential to host a wide range of events and performances.

local thoughts and ideas:

Programme regular events in the space.

Install sound art in the bandstand, that will play music, allowing visitors to “Have a spontaneous sing 
and dance in it”
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CHERRY TREES IN BLOOM IN SPRING IN 
THE HIGH STREET IS A SPECIAL WEEK

Member of public, The Project Launch

Guiding Principle: Interrupt daily routine with the temporary, and unexpected.

7

For many, what makes Musselburgh a 
special place to live are the unexpected 
occurrences or shared moments of 
recognition that can interrupt the daily 
routine. Throughout the year there are 
frequent moments in the wildlife, nature 
and landscape that create memories 
special and unique to those who are 
fortunate enough to experience them. 
These shared experiences have the 
potential to link individuals to each 
other, and to a place. 

Moments can be significant and diverse, 
at times expected and other times 
a pleasant surprise. Whether this is 
“Blackberry picking by the river”, “The 
Sunsets”, or following goslings along the 
banks of the Esk, to experience these 
events is to participate in the place in 
which you live.

“On my walk to work I cross the river and love 

seeing the ducks and geese. My children have been 

taught to chase the seagulls. Occasionally the ducks 

walk down our street quacking loudly until we come 

out to see them.”
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Setting sail down 
the River Esk
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WHAT WE HAVE NOW IS VERY TRADITIONAL,
PUSH THOSE BOUNDARIES

The numerous roundabouts at points of entry into the town can at times go unnoticed. At certain times 
of year these roundabouts spring into life with a spectacle of wildflowers and colour. Only visible for a 
short period of time, the appearance of the wildflowers temporarily changes the surrounding environment, 
attracting the attention of passers by and creating a special moment in the year. Two of the towns 
roundabouts contain public artworks which represents Musselburgh’s sporting history. Due to the nature 
of their roundabout location, the artworks being very inaccessible for members of the public. Initially 
exciting they have become static and unchanging, viewed passively by those who see them daily.

The alcoves of Rennie 
Bridge have the potential 
to host a changing 
programme of objects.
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ACTIONS/AIMS:

Create temporary interventions that interrupt daily routines, 
and catch the attention of the unexpecting passer-by “Gee 

people up” and “Get people talking”

Create artworks which are “Less prosaic” and everyday. 

Create solitary moments that feel unique and personal to 
the individual, alongside moments of spectacle and shared 

experience.

Experiment with duration, creating instances which last 
seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, years.
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The alcoves of Rennie 
Bridge have the potential 

to host a changing 
programme of objects.
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

There are opportunities throughout the whole town to create the temporary and unexpected. 
These moments should build on the extensive events and festival programme existing in the town and 

throughout East Lothian.

Rennie Bridge

Rennie Bridge is a major crossing point within the town for both people and cars, and connects the two 
separate high streets (North High Street, & High Street) that make up the town centre. It was generally 
considered that the bridge has been poorly preserved over time, particularly with regards to the lack of 

preservation of the original gas lighting.

local thoughts and ideas:

The many alcoves that line the both facades of the bridge currently sit empty and provide the 
potential to hold or display sculptures/ar tifacts. These objects could form  an ever changing 

programme of display. Creating spontaneous and temporary moments in time. “Gee people up” 
“Get people talking”

The low archways of Rennie Bridge creates an unusual and unnerving environment which could be 
activated through cinema and lighting.

The alcoves of Rennie 
Bridge have the potential 
to host a changing 
programme of objects.
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LOCATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:

The Esk, The Sea

There has been a strong interest for future public art that incorporates the use of water. The changing 
water levels and tides provides opportunities to create a constantly changing artwork, revealed by varying 

amounts depending on the time of day.

local thought and ideas:

“The river crossing at the end of Shorthope Street was where Fisherrow and Musselburgh met 
across the Esk. A large abstract horse and cart in the middle would remind us of the town’s 

growth and history”

Throughout the project stories were shared about a local man who used to build sculptures and cairns 
in the middle of The Esk. These artworks would last for as long as the force of the river allowed and were 

only seen by a select few fortunate enough to be near the river at a specific moment in time. 

A day on the river

One of the interventions that took place as a result of The Musselburgh Art Dabbling Project’s findings was 
a boat journey down the river Esk. This was a solitary journey for one, in a boat adorned with giant and 

colourful balloons. The journey was a one off event which created an eye catching spectacle for those who 
witnessed it. It stopped people in their tracks and become a talking point allowing new conversations and 

connections to take place.
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11
1- THE BRIDGES
1A - Roman Bridge
1B - Rennie Bridge
1C - Store Bridge
1D - Electric Bridge 
1E - Footbridge 

2 - THE ESK AND IT’S BANKS
2A - The Weir
2B - The Grove
2C - Access Ramp (Store Bridge)
2D - The Esk Mouth 

3 - FISHERROW HARBOUR

4 - LORETTO SCHOOL BOUNDARY

5 - HIGH STREET/ TOWN CENTRE
5A - Bus stop (Eskgreen Care Home)
5B - St Andrew’s Church 
5C - Toolbooth & Civic Square 

6 - NEWHAILLES ESTATE

7 - THE FISHERROW DRYING GREENS
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9 - MUSSELBURGH LIBRARY
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10A - The Paddling Pool
10B - Lewisvale Bandstand

11 - THE FIRTH OF FORTH

OTHER NON-SPECIFIC LOCATIONS

Lanes,  Tracks,  Alleyways

VIEWPOINTS

PLACES
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THE RESIDENCY PERIOD

Throughout The Musselburgh Public Art Dabbling Project a number of common 
themes and regularly occurring issues arose. As a response to this temporary 
interventions were tested throughout the town, to provoke reaction, ignite 
inspiration and test ideas surrounding potential approaches to future public art in 
Musselburgh
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Toy Swords at the 
entry points to The 
‘Roman’ Bridge
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A DAY ON THE ESK

27th June 2015

Interventions:

Roman Swords
The introduction of toy swords at the entry points to the ‘Roman Bridge’ was a playful intervention which 
aimed to highlight the historical importance of the bridge throughout Scottish history. This childish element 
introduced a sense of play to the crossing point, creating an opportunity for people to grab a sword and 
engage in a battle reenactment as they crossed. The presence of the swords acted as a visual prompt to 
reveal and encourage conversations about the history and significance of the bridge.

The Nolly Boat
Starting from the ‘Roman Bridge’, The Musselburgh Public Art Dabbling Project sailed The Nolly Boat on 
its maiden voyage down the River Esk. The boat, loaded with giant balloons, set off on the Roman Bridge, 
down the River Esk towards the access ramp and bridge at Shorthope Street. The sailing was leisurely, 
taking place throughout the afternoon with various calling points enroute. The combination of a boat on 
the Esk was both nostalgic and a spectacle attracting a lot of attention for those people walking along the 
banks of the river. The nature of the event created a reason for people to stop, sit and enjoy the site of 11 
giant balloons being transported downstream. 

People stopped, watched, took photos, shouted, and engaged in conversations with the sailor and 
each other.

Creating a 
spectacle on 
the Esk



75



76

Rennie Bridge Garden Harvest
Along its route, The Nolly Boat stopped off at the Rennie Bridge Garden to collect a harvest of 
vegetables freshly picked by the group working onsite. This exchange of goods created an opportunity 
to connect two very different activities taking in place in the town, allowing The Musselburgh Public 
Art Dabbling Project to engage with the garden and it’s gardeners, and created an opportunity for the 
Rennie Bridge Garden to engage with the Esk and connect with others along its journey.

Hook-a-Duck
Below the archways of Rennie Bridge on a small gravel bar The Musselburgh Public Art Dabbling 
Project placed a collection of bright yellow rubber ducks, which bobbed around on the Esk, contained 
by a circle of boulders. On the banks stood multicoloured fishing nets, ready for passersby to hook 
the ducks from the river. 

This simple act of play, often associated with fairgrounds created an eye catching opportunity for 
passersby to stop and step down from the banks and meet the water’s edge. The game of Hook-a-
Duck created an access point for engaging with the water in a playful manner. Passers by both young 
and old were able to join in and compete to collect the most ducks.

Meeting the water’s 
edge with a game 
of ‘Hook-a-Duck’
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Binoculars 
Flora and fauna are a powerful draw to many parts of Musselburgh. People enjoy walking along the 
banks of the Esk to spot the swans, ducklings, goslings and various other birds that use the river for 
nesting. Temporary binoculars placed along Eskside West aimed to highlight this activity and allowed 
visitors to take a closer look at nature. The emphasis on wildlife spotting is reserved to the outskir ts 
of the town at Levenhall Links, which has the infrastructure to support such activities such as bird 
hides etc. The installations of binoculars highlighted the significance of flora and fauna within the town 
centre, and how it can become part of daily life.

Taking a 
closer look at 
the wildlife
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Rennie Bridge Alcoves
It was suggested during the early mapping walks that the alcoves which line the facade of Rennie 
Bridge could be used as an everchanging display point for the town. Drawing attention to their 
existence provoked a response as to what the alcoves might have been used for in the past, and 
could be used for in the future. 

On the day of the residency, local resident Laura Young provided a number of soft toys which were 
displayed in the archways.

‘Safe for Ducks’
The sight of people, young and old feeding the ducks, swans, and geese that nest along the Esk is a 
common in Musselburgh. The area surrounding Shorthope Street is a particularly popular location, 
with the ramp that leads into the Esk allowing people to get closer to the water’s edge and nesting 
sites. Although this popular activity encourages many to interact and engage with the local wildlife, 
the common choice of food, (white bread) can have negative effects on the birds and the surrounding 
ecosystem, as well as encouraging nuisance seagulls, and a build up of litters from empty bread bags. 

As a healthy alternative, The Musselburgh Public Art Dabbling Project provided buckets of oats, peas, 
bird seed and meal worms which were transported along the banks of the Esk for the public to use 
as they passed by. The act of feeding the birds provided an opportunity to educate and share the 
importance of these healthy alternatives and the potential damage caused by feeding the wildlife with 
white bread. 

Transporting the feed along the Esk encouraged people to feed the birds at new and alternative sites, 
reducing the habitual reliance on food from humans that birds can develop from regular feeding at 
the same site.
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Buckets of health 
bird food
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Shower Mat & Brush
Placing a shower mat, and brush at the access ramp to the Esk, was a tongue-in-cheek 
intervention which aimed to provoke a reaction through its sheer ridiculousness. It was not 
intended to literally mean that washing in the river should be encouraged, but questions 
the relationship that local people have with water in the town, and respond to the need for 
Musselburgh to “reclaim the river”.

THEMES EXPLORED:

Play, Heritage, Spectacle, Event, Temporary, Access, Education, Skillshare, 
Conversation Starter, Story share, Young people, Water, Movement

Have a wash in 
the Esk?
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THE BUS STOP TAKEOVER

27th June 2015

Interventions:

Occupying the bus stop in the centre of the High Street opposite Eskgreen Care Home, a series playful 
gestures were implemented. The bus stop in question, is one of the busiest bus stops in the whole of East 
Lothian, heavily congested with both people and pollution.

Umbrella Shelter
The introduction of 4 giant rainbow umbrellas attached to the railings which separate Eskgreen Care 
Home from the High Street created an instant canopy of colour in what is otherwise a very dull, 
heavily congested and polluted bus stop. 

Although comical at first, the reaction to the temporary shelter was extremely positive, and showed 
that simple introductions of colour can have a big impact.

“The umbrellas look incredible” Anna Harrison via Project Facebook Page 

“Love them, totally cheers that corner up!” Christine Allan via Project Facebook Page
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Adding a splash of 
temporary colour to 
the High Street
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Through workshops with pupils from Pinkie St Peter’s Primary School ideas around integrating play 
throughout the town were explored, and how having a playful approach to street furniture can result in a 
change in behaviour, new interactions and conversations.

Magnetic Letters
Brightly coloured magnetic letters were applied to various surfaces around the bus stop, and were 
immediately attractive to children and teenagers in the area. The letters created curiosity, making people 
stop and arrange a series of passive messages for those observant enough to notice. “the sun is out, 
dont blink or you will miss it”

Noughts & Crosses
The introduction of a giant Noughts & Crosses game to the side of the bus shelter created the 
opportunity for potential strangers standing either side of the glazing to engage in a quick game before 
boarding their bus. The experience of waiting for the bus can be solitary and static. Creating opportunities 
for activity quickly turned an otherwise inanimate structure into a place to meet new people and engage in 
new conversations.

THEMES EXPLORED:
Play, Colour, Conversation Starters, Story sharing, Communication, Gathering,

“LOVE this bus stop takeover!”
via twitter @PPansBusShelter
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A quick game of 
Noughts & Crosses 
whilst waiting for 
the bus
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THROUGHOUT MUSSELBURGH

16th August 2015

Interventions:

Alternative Signage
Building on the successes of earlier workshops with Musselburgh Grammar School a series of 
alternative street signs were created and installed in various locations throughout the town. This 
signage aimed to act as a positive alternative to the vast amounts of generic and restrictive signage 
currently found around Musselburgh.

The signs consisted of messages and memories from students which aimed to reveal something 
about Musselburgh as a place. These were often quite humorous in nature, and resulted in a comical 
surprise which made people stop, read, and potentially learn something new about the town from the 
experiences of others living in Musselburgh.

THEMES EXPLORED:
Young people, Identity, Story share, Communication, Movement

Sharing 
thoughts with 

alternative 
signage 

throughout the 
town
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The Drying Green & Promenade

Communal Hammock
The Communal Hammock was made during a workshop with The Craft Clinic, and explored the 
ideas of creating a giant hammock, making reference to the fishing nets that used to be a common 
sight throughout Fisherrow. Once installed on the Fisherrow Drying Green, the aim of the hammock 
was to create a gathering place, which would allow people to meet and interact. Providing multiple 
hammocks across the green could work towards creating a communal hub along the promenade, as 
well as making a reference to the town’s heritage and the role that the site played throughout the 
town’s fishing history.  

The process highlighted the creativity and making skill of people within the town. The Craft Clinic who 
meet every Thursday in Fisherrow tackle a range of creative projects individually and as a group.

THEMES EXPLORED:
Gathering, Communication, Making, Skillshare, Heritage

Sharing 
thoughts with 
alternative 
signage 
throughout the 
town
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PROJECT IMPACT/ ENGAGEMENT: ATTENDANCE

11/05/2015
Community Council Meeting

18/05/2015
Musselburgh Area Partnership

11/06/2015
The Project Launch

13/06/2015
The Childrens Gala Day

15/06/2015
Pinkie St Peters Primary School

18/06/2015
Musselburgh Grammar School

18/06/2015
Mapping Walk One

23/06/2015
Mapping Walk Two

25/06/2015
The Craft Clinic

25/06/2015
Open Workshop

27/06/2015
Residency One

16/08/2015
Residency Two

12

20

32

50

36

33

16

7

12

10

100+

100+

428
TOTAL
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PROJECT IMPACT: FURTHER SUGGESTIONS

1.Project Name: Lynn Lumiere
Location: King’s Lynn
Potential location in Musselburgh: Historical Sites
Themes explored: Heritage, Event/Performance, Identity, Communication

2.Project Name: Collioure Picture Frames
Location: Collioure, France
Potential location in Musselburgh: Viewpoints around the town
Themes explored: Water, Play, Connection

3.Project Name: Campie Primary School Seating
Location: Musselburgh
Potential location in Musselburgh: High Street, The Brunton, Fisherrow Harbour
Themes explored: Communication, Event/Performance

4.Project Name: Sculpture by The Sea - Communal Shelter
Location: Aarhus, Denmark
Potential location in Musselburgh: Fisherrow Harbour, The Beach, The Esk
Themes explored: Communication, Event/Performance, Flora/Fauna

5.Project Name: The Falkirk Wheel
Location: Falkirk
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Firth of Forth, The Esk, Lewisvale Park
Themes explored: Water, Play, Event/Performance, Connection

6.Project Name: Pothole Installations
Location: Chicago
Potential location in Musselburgh: Throughout the town
Themes explored: Communication, Play

7.Project Name: Sounds of our Shores
Location: Nationwide
Potential location in Musselburgh: Lewisvale Bandstand, High Street, The Brunton
Themes explored: Communication, Flora/Fauna

8.Project Name: Stepping Stones
Location: The Weir, Musselburgh
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk
Comments: "Can we get them back? Would be handy to have a crossing at the Haugh", 
"This looks great!"
Themes explored: Movement/Connection, Water, Play

9.Project Name: Paper Bridge
Location: The Lake District, Cumbria
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk
Comments: “Sounds good considering there was a papermill!”
Themes explored: Movement/Connection, Water, Play

10.Project Name: Aarhus Walkway
Location: Aarhus, Denmark
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Firth of Forth, The Esk
Themes explored: Movement/Connection, Water, Flora/Fauna, Communication

11.Project Name: River Kelvin Water Slide 1901
Location: River Kelvin, Glasgow
Potential location in Musselburgh: Fisherrow Harbour, The Esk 
Comments: "Fantastic"
Themes explored: Water, Play, Connection

12.Project Name: Cowgate Steps
Location: Cowgate, Edinburgh
Potential location in Musselburgh: Historical Sites, High Street, The Brunton, Bridges
Comments: "I especially like that Callum Innes worked with local kids to create the silhouette footage."
Themes explored: Heritage, Identity, Communication, Play

13.Project Name: Alnwick Gardens Water Park
Location: Alnwick Gardens
Potential location in Musselburgh: Lewisvale Park, The Esk, The Firth of Forth
Comments: "I like the water feature but I love the person 
physically contorting themselves to get a better look at vortex even more", 
"You get fantastic reflections" "That's what we need for Musselburgh - think huge" 
"could we do this with the derelict paddling pool at Lewisvale Park?"
Themes explored: Water, Play

14.Project Name: Mirrored Fence
Location: New York
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk, The Promenade
Comments: "LOVE", "Wow... can they come and do this in my backyard?",
"Want one!","Looks great. Where is it?"
Themes explored: Flora/Fauna, Connection, 

15.Project Name: Rain Activated Street Art
Location: Seattle
Potential location in Musselburgh: High Street, The Brunton, Bridges
Comments: "I would love to see this in East Lothian”
Themes explored: Water, Play, Communication, Event

16.Project Name: The Rising Tide
Location: The Thames, London
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk, The Firth of Forth
Comments: "The river crossing at the end of Shorthope Street was where Fisherrow and
Musselburgh met across the Esk.” “A large abstract horse and cart in the middle would 
remind us of the town’s growth and history"
Themes explored: Water, Event, Heritage, Identity

17.Project Name: Cement Eclipses
Location: St Petersburg, Russia
Potential location in Musselburgh: The High Street, Rennie Bridge Alcoves
Themes explored: Communication, Identity
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PROJECT IMPACT: FURTHER SUGGESTIONS

1.Project Name: Lynn Lumiere
Location: King’s Lynn
Potential location in Musselburgh: Historical Sites
Themes explored: Heritage, Event/Performance, Identity, Communication

2.Project Name: Collioure Picture Frames
Location: Collioure, France
Potential location in Musselburgh: Viewpoints around the town
Themes explored: Water, Play, Connection

3.Project Name: Campie Primary School Seating
Location: Musselburgh
Potential location in Musselburgh: High Street, The Brunton, Fisherrow Harbour
Themes explored: Communication, Event/Performance

4.Project Name: Sculpture by The Sea - Communal Shelter
Location: Aarhus, Denmark
Potential location in Musselburgh: Fisherrow Harbour, The Beach, The Esk
Themes explored: Communication, Event/Performance, Flora/Fauna

5.Project Name: The Falkirk Wheel
Location: Falkirk
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Firth of Forth, The Esk, Lewisvale Park
Themes explored: Water, Play, Event/Performance, Connection

6.Project Name: Pothole Installations
Location: Chicago
Potential location in Musselburgh: Throughout the town
Themes explored: Communication, Play

7.Project Name: Sounds of our Shores
Location: Nationwide
Potential location in Musselburgh: Lewisvale Bandstand, High Street, The Brunton
Themes explored: Communication, Flora/Fauna

8.Project Name: Stepping Stones
Location: The Weir, Musselburgh
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk
Comments: "Can we get them back? Would be handy to have a crossing at the Haugh", 
"This looks great!"
Themes explored: Movement/Connection, Water, Play

9.Project Name: Paper Bridge
Location: The Lake District, Cumbria
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk
Comments: “Sounds good considering there was a papermill!”
Themes explored: Movement/Connection, Water, Play

10.Project Name: Aarhus Walkway
Location: Aarhus, Denmark
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Firth of Forth, The Esk
Themes explored: Movement/Connection, Water, Flora/Fauna, Communication

11.Project Name: River Kelvin Water Slide 1901
Location: River Kelvin, Glasgow
Potential location in Musselburgh: Fisherrow Harbour, The Esk 
Comments: "Fantastic"
Themes explored: Water, Play, Connection

12.Project Name: Cowgate Steps
Location: Cowgate, Edinburgh
Potential location in Musselburgh: Historical Sites, High Street, The Brunton, Bridges
Comments: "I especially like that Callum Innes worked with local kids to create the silhouette footage."
Themes explored: Heritage, Identity, Communication, Play

13.Project Name: Alnwick Gardens Water Park
Location: Alnwick Gardens
Potential location in Musselburgh: Lewisvale Park, The Esk, The Firth of Forth
Comments: "I like the water feature but I love the person 
physically contorting themselves to get a better look at vortex even more", 
"You get fantastic reflections" "That's what we need for Musselburgh - think huge" 
"could we do this with the derelict paddling pool at Lewisvale Park?"
Themes explored: Water, Play

14.Project Name: Mirrored Fence
Location: New York
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk, The Promenade
Comments: "LOVE", "Wow... can they come and do this in my backyard?",
"Want one!","Looks great. Where is it?"
Themes explored: Flora/Fauna, Connection, 

15.Project Name: Rain Activated Street Art
Location: Seattle
Potential location in Musselburgh: High Street, The Brunton, Bridges
Comments: "I would love to see this in East Lothian”
Themes explored: Water, Play, Communication, Event

16.Project Name: The Rising Tide
Location: The Thames, London
Potential location in Musselburgh: The Esk, The Firth of Forth
Comments: "The river crossing at the end of Shorthope Street was where Fisherrow and
Musselburgh met across the Esk.” “A large abstract horse and cart in the middle would 
remind us of the town’s growth and history"
Themes explored: Water, Event, Heritage, Identity

17.Project Name: Cement Eclipses
Location: St Petersburg, Russia
Potential location in Musselburgh: The High Street, Rennie Bridge Alcoves
Themes explored: Communication, Identity
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“Great fun and very informative about the exciting 
changes that could happen to Musselburgh if we all 

got involved”
via facebook

“Imagination and importantly implementation need a 
lot more not rhetoric/chin scratch.”

(in reference to existing public art in Musselburgh)
Andy Kennedy @citycentreandy

Event with @icecreamarch this eve, thoughtful & 
inspiring exploration of public art in #Musselburgh. 

Lovely to meet more local folk too.
Katie Swann @klswannie

Look forward to seeing public art in #Musselburgh @
icecreamarch @CaptValue @highlandjam

Nicky Bird @belindafindus


